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and everybody believed and hoped that slavery in
Sierra Leone would shortly and peaceably come to
an end. Two years later a " bolt from the blue "
shattered this complacency.
In 1927, British public opinion was startled by
the   disclosure   that   slavery was   widespread   in
the British Protectorate of Sierra Leone, and that
judicial authority felt bound to recognise that slavery
existed throughout the Protectorate.   Yet there was
nothing startling in the disclosures to those who
for years have fought the battle against slavery.
Apart from the historic decision of the Supreme
Court of Sierra Leone, nearly all the facts that w^e
published in Britain and other countries during
1927 had been available to the public for several
years.- There was, for example, the plain declara-
tion  of the Attorney-General  of  Sierra  Leone,
published in the Sessional Paper in 1926, in winch
he declared :
" Although English law does not recognise the status
of slavery and British policy is in favour of its total
abolition, yet it would be idle to assert that the govern-
ment does not recognise the status of slavery in the
Protectorate,"l
The situation in the Protectorate of Sierra Leone
was that which exists in several huge areas of the
world. A great deal was known about slave-own-
ing, and even of slave-trading and slave-raiding in
1 Sessional Paper No, 5 of 1926. Mr, Greenwood, late Attorney-
General of Sierra Leone,